	Boosting Your Wait-List Chances


If you are very eager to attend a particular school, you may decide to stay on the waiting list. But first ask about the conditions attached to this status. Students accepted from the waiting list may lose priority housing or financial aid options. 

Here are a few actions you can take that may boost your chances of acceptance.
1. Fill out and return the postcard. 

This alerts the school that you want to remain on the waiting list. 

2. Send a letter to the admission office. 

The school has already determined you have the necessary academic credentials, so nonacademic factors are most likely to sway admissions officers.  
· Declare that the school is your first choice. 

· Explain why you are a good match for the school.

· Explain why the school is a good match for you. 

· Make it personal: describe how passionate you are about the school and state that if accepted, you will indeed attend. 

3. Stay in contact.

Share new information—such as coming in first in a science fair or getting a poem published in a magazine—with an admissions officer (preferably one with whom you've made contact previously) via email or regular mail. 
Give this information in print rather than verbally so it ends up in your file. You may also want to send samples of work relevant to the area you want to major in. Do not just contact the school for no reason. It's annoying to the admissions officer and decreases your likelihood of getting in. 

4. Visit and request a first or follow-up interview.

Visit the school by mid-April and bring along your most recent grades. Call in advance to set up a campus interview. An interview can give you a personal contact—someone who can check on the status of your application. 

5. Work hard. 

This is no time to slack off. You may be reevaluated based on your third- and fourth-quarter grades. Ask your school counselor to write or call to ensure that the admission office has your most recent grades and records of achievements. 

6. Stay involved. 

Show admissions officers you're committed to clubs, sports, and other activities. 

7. Wait. 

It's hard to do, but now you just need to wait. The next move is up to the college. 
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